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This one-day conference aims to examine the political, social and cultural dimensions of 
infrastructure in Latin America (Escobar 2018; Harvey and Knox 2015; Harvey et al 2017; 
Hetherington and Campbell 2014; Venkatesan et al 2018). At times, the implementation of state 
projects has provoked conflicts between state visions of development and the meanings given to 
infrastructure by local populations. Such conflicts are rooted in differences in perspectives and 
visions of the future and in the meanings and values attributed to the infrastructure itself, and 
what may often have to make way for it.  
 
Construction of paved or asphalted roads, train tracks, airstrips, electricity cables, water systems, 
and telephone lines can cause conflict because of their potential to disrupt social life and reshape 
social relations between people within and across communities, and with the environment. 
Infrastructure which connects can also disconnect, cause communities to expand, contract, or 
dissolve. Infrastructure therefore affects people’s identity and interconnectedness with place and 
others. It can also generate activism and resistance and provide a catalyst for broader processes 
of social change. We invite papers that discuss all of these issues. 
 
The conference also encourages papers that explore how conflict is negotiated, how, for example, 
different strategies and discourses are employed to overcome resistance or block infrastructural 
projects.  Contributions that examine cases where infrastructure is celebrated rather than resisted 
are also strongly encouraged. What new opportunities, dreams and hopes are woven into 
infrastructure? How do they evolve over time? When does infrastructure exceed or disappoint? 
 
Infrastructure may also act as a conduit between individuals and communities and the state. It 
may, as Harvey (2005) suggests in her analysis of road-building in Peru, be a “state effect”. 
Infrastructural projects, and the way that people relate to them, may therefore act as a window 
with which to view the state and people’s relationship with it, as well as the nation-building 
projects of which infrastructure is often a fundamental part. Presenters may like to explore 
questions such as how infrastructural projects mediate differing ontologies of the state and its 
citizens (particularly indigenous citizens); what part do infrastructure projects play in projects of 
autonomous political organisation or state incorporation of indigenous or independently 
organised groups; how does infrastructure shape imaginaries and discourses of the nation. 
 
We encourage the participation of researchers who work within and across different academic 
disciplines, and who explore infrastructure in Latin America from different methodological 
perspectives. Following the conference, the conference organisers aim to publish an edited 
collection based on papers presented at the conference, to be published by the Institute of Latin 
American Studies through University of London Press. 
 
Please submit an abstract of no more than 250 words and a brief bio (maximum 200 words) to 
Jonathan Alderman (Jonathan.Alderman@sas.ac.uk) and Geoff Goodwin 
(geoff.goodwin@qeh.ox.ac.uk), by the 30th of June 2019. 
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